
With Philip and James we pray to live lives  
worthy of the call to be Apostles of Hope. 

The Parish of Saints  
Philip and James 

One Carow Place, St. James, NY 11780 

Masses 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday: 7:30 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. 

Saturday: 9:15 a.m. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration in the Church 
Thursday 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Friday 8:00pm - 9:00pm 

 

January 29, 2017 
Fourth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 



LITURGICAL MINISTRY: 

Margaret Adams, Director of Music 
Michele Familette, Sacristan 

RECTORY STAFF: 

John Cordes, Director of Facilities 
Virginia Portanova, Business Manager 
 

  

PASTORAL MINISTRY: 

Rev. Thomas J. Haggerty, Pastor 
Father Patrick Osei-Poku, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 
Deacon Kenneth Maher 
  

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY: 
Ruth E. Testa, Principal of SSPJ School 
Christine Ewald, School Secretary 
Suzanne Fitzgibbon,  Administrator of Religious Education 
Charlotte Czujko-Coordinator Grades 1-2 
Barbara Luna-Coordinator Grades 3-6 
Dominick Avento-Coordinator Grades 7-8 
Frank Brancaccio, Youth Minister 

OUTREACH MINISTRY: 

Elizabeth Wittish, OFS, Dir. of Parish Social Ministry 

Sacrament of Baptism: Celebrated twice a month. In order to participate in this celebration,  

 parents must register at the Pastoral Center for our pre-baptism program. 
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples planning to marry should contact the Pastoral Center before  

visiting a reception hall. The preparation process is  nine months before your proposed wedding  date. 
Call the Pastoral Center for further information. 
Sacrament of Confirmation: Children in the seventh and eight grade are prepared to celebrate  

this Sacrament through programs of the SSPJ school or the SSPJ Religious Education Office.  
 Adults prepare for this  Sacrament through the RCIA process. Call the Pastoral Center for further  
information. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession, Penance) Available Saturdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in  

the Church or by appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick: In the case of serious, unexpected illness, please contact the Pastoral  

Center to arrange for a priest to pray with the ill person. For those about to enter the hospital,  Anointing 
of the Sick is held on the first Sunday of the month following the mass at 12:00 p.m. 
R.C.I.A.: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic adults desiring to become Catholic). Please  

contact the Pastoral Center for information. 
  

Pastoral center office hours: 

Monday—Thursday: 9am—8pm 

Friday : 9AM-5PM  

Saturday:  9am—2pm 

Sunday: 10am—2pm 

  

PASTORAL COUNCIL: 

The Parish of  
Saints Philip and James 

TRUSTEE:  Jerry Linder & Tina Cafaro 

Parish Office: 631-584-5454 
Parish Fax:  631-862-9675 

Religious Education: 631-584-3204 
Youth Office: 631-862-SSPJ 

E-mail: info@sspj.org 
Web: www.sspj.org 

School Office: 631-584-7896 
School Fax: 631-584-3258 

Rita Byrne 
Claire DiCarlo 
Chris Donnelly 
Ryan Doyle 
Richard Frazita 
Lou Guerra 

Cynthia Lombardi 
Martin Marut 
Ann Mondrone 
Mary Ann Pose 
Noel Rannazzisi 
Tom Sica 
Robert Thompson 



“As the Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, I will be dedicated to 
supporting the global mission of mercy of our Holy Father Pope Francis, a 
mission that is in harmonious continuity with the mission of all the Holy 
Fathers I have loved – St. Peter, St. John XXIII, Blessed Paul VI, Pope 
John Paul I, St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI. 
In The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis says: “Jesus can break though the 
dull categories with which we would enclose him and he constantly amazes 
us by his divine creativity.  Whenever we make the effort to return to the 
source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, 
new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more 
eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world.”                       
Excerpts from Bishop Barres 12/9/16 statement from DRVC website 

Congratulations to Bishop Barres 

Installation Mass  
January 31, 2017  

Cathedral of St. Agnes 
There are no tickets available to the Evening Vespers or Installation Mass.  Telecare, the diocesan 
television station, will have coverage of the Evening Vespers service on Monday, January 30, 2017, 
beginning at 6:45 pm. For the Mass of Installation on January 31, 2017, coverage will begin at 1:15 

pm.  Telecare can be seen on Optimum 29/137, Verizon FiOS 296 

 

SSPJ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS –SEMINARIAN BREAKFAST  
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12th, 2017 

  
Seminarian Breakfast 

 Sunday February 12th, 2017 
  

Knights of Columbus will be hosting a full breakfast to help support  

Seminarians. 
  
  

Please join us in the auditorium  
after the 8:00am, 10:00am and 12:00noon masses 

 
                   $10.00 per person   $25.00 per family(Parents and children under 18) 

 
  

Luke 6:40  “The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.”  



 



Main School 

Summer cleaning was addressed and completed.                                             

New classroom shades on all windows and doors. 

Stairwells / corridors  -  stripped and cleaned.  Paint and repair touch-ups. 

Auditorium and kitchen areas stripped and cleaned.  

New lighting down center of auditorium.   

Kitchen repainted reorganized – eliminated old appliances. 

Art room and auditorium repairs from flooding completed. 

School main hallway and lobby touch-up painting. 

Multi-purpose room – new windows, flooring, painting. 

AIS room – new flooring – painting. 

Trim and painting completed over outside back entrance doors (near girls bathroom). 

Mrs. Ewald’s office painted. 

Carbon Monoxide detectors placed in each classroom / meeting room to Smithtown codes. 

New A/C window units in Faculty room / nurse’s office / principal’s office. 

Hot water heater in Nurse’s office.             

Water testing on all faucets – passed inspection.                                        

Testing of ceiling tiles in auditorium – passed inspection. 

Heating  

– 3 step process – using existing heat with state-of-the-art Johnson controls and digital thermostats in each classroom to 
eliminate overheating. 

Step 1 -  Completed over Christmas break.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Six (6) classrooms fitted with digital thermostats 

Step 2 -  To be completed over February break.                                                                                                       
Remaining classrooms / offices to be fitted with digital thermostats 

Step 3 -  To be completed over Easter break.  Three-way split of heating loop  -  School/Church/Auditorium.  
Each will have their own zones. 

 

 

Slated to begin early Spring:                                         

Repair / resurface / restriping of the side and rear school parking lot                               

 Summer project – anticipated                                      

Two (2) classrooms remodeled 

To be addressed –   School lobby doors – front and rear 

SSPJ Facilities Managers Report 2016-Present 

 



Old Schoolhouse 

New classroom shades for all windows.   

               

Gas conversion completed     

             

Gas meter fenced in     

                                          

Gas pipes boxed-in – classrooms/hallways   

                         

New heating system installed in attic     

                             

All heating ductwork boxed in    

                                           

 All damaged/broken/stained ceiling tiles replaced  

                       

 Three (3) new LED EXIT combo lights installed at classroom exit 

doors                           

Two (2) new hexagon windows installed – one in front (25A) one on 

side (Carow Pl)                 

Shutters installed on front (25A) Science Room window and Science 

Room window facing Carow Pl.  

Entrance to Grade 6 & Grade 7  repaired  

New sign on school building – 25A    

                      

Cupola taken down and new one constructed and replaced on roof  

                   

Removal of old oil tank and soil testing    

       

Removal of old sign on 25A       

                               

All faucets water tested and passed inspection     

                          

Grounds     

                 

Soil testing surrounding old oil tank – passed inspection / no 

leakage                                       

Level and install sprinkler system in front of Monte  

             

Constructed base for Mother Seton statue    

                                                   

Addressed grass and minor landscaping around Mother Seton 

statue             

New 500 watt LED lights installed on light poles   

                  

Additional Security spotlights added to buildings and grounds

                 

Shrubbery / trees along parking lot trimmed back 

            

   Playground – removal of old slide.  Trees trimmed back

  

Needs to be addressed in Spring – new mulch to bring play areas 

into code (Risk Management)  

 

TO BE COMPLETED OVER FEBRUARY BREAK: 

Safety glass to be installed in classroom hallway doors. 

TO BE ADDRESSED OVER SUMMER BREAK: 

Removal of all old cast iron radiators from all classrooms and 

hallways. 

Repair/paint floors and walls after removal of old radiators.

    

SSPJ Facilities Managers Report 2016-Present 



 



Saints Philip and James Parish Calendar 
For The Week of January 29th, 2017 

SUNDAY,  January 29th ,2017 
 
8:00am    Wash Kit Gang Superbowl Raffle                             School Lobby 
 9:00am    RCIA Weekly Sessions                                            Philip & James Rm. 
10:00am   SSPJ School OPEN HOUSE                                   School/Auditorium 
10:30am  Children’s Liturgy of the Word                               Church 
10;30am  REO Grade 5 Class Mass                                        Church 
1:00pm    Stained Glass Club                                                  Downstairs Mtg Rm. 

MONDAY,  January 30th, 2017 
 
5:45pm REO Confirmation II Mentor Conversations (Makeup) SSPJ Room 

7:00pm  REO Confirmation II Mentor Conversations                SSPJ Room 

7:00pm  Boy Scout Troop 7 Meeting                                         Auditorium 

 

FRIDAY,  February 3rd, 2017: 
 
9:15am     8th Grade Pinning                                             Church 
3:00pm     Stained Glass Club                                           Downstairs Mt Rm 
7:00pm      AA Meeting                                                              Monte Building 
8:00pm      First Friday Nocturnal  Adoration                          Church 

TUESDAY,  January 31st, 2017: 
 
1:30pm   Spirit of Prayer Group                                             Prayer Rm in Church 
4:30pm   Children’s Choir Rehearsal                                      Choir Loft 
7:30pm   Boy Scout Leadership Meeting                                  Monte Building 
7:30pm   Impact 8th Grade                                                       Auditorium 
7:30pm   Chords of Faith Rehearsal                                        Choir Loft 

WEDNESDAY,  February 1st, 2017: 
 
10:00am   Yoga                                                                        Trailer Room 
4:00pm     Peace & Justice Meeting                                        Philip & James Rm 
7:00pm   Youth Ministry                                                  Trailer Room 

Thursday, February 2nd, 2017: 
 
10;00am  REO Grade 3 & 4 Catechist Workshop            Philip & James Rm 
2:00pm    Eucharistic Adoration                                      Church 
7:00pm    REO Grade 3 & 4 Catechist Workshop            Philip & James Rm 
7:30pm    Adult Choir Rehearsal                                      Church 
7:30pm    Pre-Baptism Class                                            Philip & James Rm 

SATURDAY, February 4th, 2017: 
 
10:00am   Stained Glass Club                                                Downstairs Meet Rm 
11:30am  REO Communion II 1st Reconciliation                 Church 
1:30pm    REO Communion II 1st Reconciliation                  Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wash Kit Gang 
Annual Super Bowl 

Raffle! 
  

 FINAL WEEKEND! 
 

Please stop by and 
purchase raffle tickets 

that support the 
wonderful work of the 
SSPJ Wash Kit Gang. 

  
All proceeds go toward 
providing supplies for 
making wash kits and 
messages of hope to 

homeless families and 
individuals living at 

shelters on Long Island. 
  

The Wash Kit Gang 
Ministry also provides 
teaching and service 

opportunities for young 
people in our parish to 
help those among us 

that are the most 
vulnerable in our 

society. 
 

 The tickets are only $2 each 
or 3 for $5.  The top prize is 

a  
Samsung 50-inch 4K 

television! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqm8PlipbKAhWLcj4KHV5hA0gQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cliparthut.com%2Fconstruction-bread-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNFPocRIqXL-Fej_I93ZqH2sWdN2fw&ust=1452200448384510


Together , With Philip and James, We Are Church 

Mass Intentions, For Week of  January 29th, 2017 

7:30am                 Christine Hurtado (Living) 
9:15am                           Frank Cafaro, Jr. 

7:30am                   George Lundin 
9:15am                         Collective Mass: 
                                     Ernest Schiavone 
                                     Lorraine C. Levix                          

7:30am                Paul Kovalesky 
9:15am                        Dawn Marie Benz 

9:15am          Jimmy Scafa 
5:00pm                         Robert, Thomas & Josephine Zirpoli 

8:00am                  
10:00am 
12:00noon 
  

    

Sunday, January 29th, 2017 

7:30am           Ethel Jessup 
9:15am                       Christopher Michael Thomas (Living) 

Tuesday, January 31st, 2017 

Friday, February 3rd, 2017 

  Saturday, February 4th, 2017 

Thursday February 2nd, 2017 

 
 

Sunday,  February 5th, 2017  

Monday, January 30th, 2017 

Maria Rosa Calado 
Letty Tsoumpelis 

Collective Mass & For The Parishioners of 
SSPJ 

Peter Bongo 
William J. Morrissey 
Bernard Helderfore 

Agnes Haran 
Joan DeFontes 

Father James Maltese 
Dominica May Sapienza 

Collective Mass & For The Parishioners of SSPJ 
Angela Marie Muratore 

Nancy Mallio 
Dorothy Preston 
Loretta Giarusso 

Elizabeth McManus 

7:30am       Frank Cafaro, Jr. 
9:15am                            Richard Brown 

Wednesday, February 1st, 2017 Saturday, January 28th, 2017 

5:00pm                   Helen Schmidt 

8:00am 
10:00am 
12:00noon 

Together, As a Parish Family, We 
Mourn the Passing of: 

 
Hedwig Zielinski  
Joseph P. Martin 

Our   Bread & Wine, Altar Candles and Pro-Life Rose are a 
wonderful way to memorialize a loved one or special family 

occasion. 
 

Offerings: 
 

Pro Life Rose          $15.00 
 

Altar Candles:         $25.00 
 

Bread & Wine:        $25.00 
 

Each offering is printed in our weekly bulletin and remains for 
one week. 

 
For further information, please contact the Parish Center 

Office at 631-584-5454.                                               
 

                                                                Thank you 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the land. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward will be great in heaven."  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartbro.com%2F152%2Fsympathy-clip-art-152384.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbro.com%2Fcategories%2Fsympathy-clipart-free-clipart&docid=tw0xEzJ7BzGyVM&tbnid=q5sKBEGYrVRMUM%3A&vet=1&w=449&h


 



  
  
  
  
  

“We pray for peace in the world” and for 
those who serve…. 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS, USN                                  

CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN, JR.                                
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI (US ARMY) 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY, USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY, US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO, USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON,  

SR AIRMAN E4 ALEXANDER PARRELLA 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER, USAF 
CPL. CONNOR F. SCOTT, USMC 

LCPL. DANIEL P. STEELE, USMC 
SGT. CORY O’HARA USMC 
JAMEY ALAIMO, U.S.C.G. 

BRITTANY ALAIMO, U.S.C.G. 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH, USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
JOHN VINCENT KNOBLOCH, USMC 

STEVEN CAVA, USN 
ERIC SEELIN, USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
LANCE CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY, USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY, USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY, US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES, U.S.C.G. 
RICHARD MAIER, U.S.M.C. 

PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN, USARNG 
GLEN CRIMA-U.S. ARMY  

PFC. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA 
  

                                              

Keeping You In Our Prayers…. 

Weekly Collection: 
Sunday, January 22nd, 2017 

 
 Sunday Collection: $14,579. 

Faith Direct:  $3,823. 
Children’s Jug: $52. 

 Total Collection: $18,454. 
 

Many thanks for your generous support of SSPJ. 
If you are able to take a step in your sacrificial 

offering it would be greatly appreciated. 
If you are using a collection envelope, with sincere 

gratitude, we say, Thank you!  
 Kindly write the dollar amount of your contribution 

on the front of the collection envelope. 
 

Alfred Fox 
Amy Delgado 
Andrew Seelin 

Andy S. 
Anita Principe 
Anna Capizzio 
Ann Falzarano 

AnnMarie Cortina 
Anthony Malatesta 

Anthony Rizzo 
Antonio Fecca 
Ashley Picozzi 

Barbara See 
Bradley Shutka 

Bernadette Esposito 
Bob Koop 

Brett Lyons 
Brett Dowling 

Caitlyn Sinclair 
Cathryn Nikiforow 

Carol Walz 
Carolann Orefice 
Carole Hennessy 
Charles Inserillo 
Christine Shaw 

Christopher Michael 
Christopher Paul 

Christopher Tallarico 
Daisy Abruzzo 

Dr. Corradino Lalli 
Diane Faticone 
Diane Weidner 
Diego Stincone 

Dolores Cea 
Dolores Lacy 

Dolores & Richard Hauth 
Donald Stanton 

Dylan Beach 
Dylan Murphy 

Edward Altmann 
Eileen Ballerano 

Eileen Zinck 
Elinor Glasser 

Ellen Mary Newill Boyd 
Ellie I. 

Eric Michelsen 
Eva Alaimo 

Erica Macrelli 
Frank Orlik 
Fred Zapf 

George Seserian 
George Schweers 
Gerald Sullivan 
Grace Giordano 

Helen Astin 
Helen McDowell 
Helen Williams 
Hollie Sramek 

Jack 
Jack C 

Jack Scagnelli 
James Schreiber 

Jeanine Esposito-Tansey 
Jeanne W. 
Jennifer 

Joel Rapzker 
John Bongiorno 

John C. 
John McGuire 

John Reif 
 Joseph Chick Martin 
Julia McDowell Scott 

Julianne 
 

Kaitlin Cahill 
Kathleen N 

Kathleen Newill 
Kay N 

Kitty Cronin 
Kylie Quigley 

Laura Andrucki 
Laura Michelsen 
Laurette Meyers 

Lee Krauer 
Linda Lauro 

Linda Marie N. 
Lisa 

Lisa Bolton 
Lisa Messana 

Lorraine Hanley 
Louis Maddaloni 

Lucas Cianci 
Margaret Monfort 

Mark Smith 
Maria Cipriani 

Marie Napoli– O’Neil 
Marissa 

Martin D’Amico 
Mary McCue 

Mary Missbach 
Mattia Therese Lubrano 

Mathew DiPietro 
Mathew White 
Michael Flynn 

Michael Kaplon 
Michael Hoonhout 

Michelle Bongiorno 
Nick Gismondi 

Nicolina Santucci 
Paula Medeiros 
Patricia Esposito 
Patricia Monetti 
Patricia Fontana 
Patricia Nidds 

Patty Argentino 
Pete Thompson 
Peter Ambrose 

Ray & Cathy Grayson 
Rebecca Devan 
Richard Belardo 
Richard Casio 

 Robert Michael Carr 
Robert P. Wrenn 

Rosemarie Castoro 
Rosemarie LaFronz 
Rosemarie Pastorelli 

Ruth Weick 
Sandy Polster 

Scott Kirchoffer 
Sharon Williams 

Steve Whelan 
Terrance Martin 
Terrence Emde 

Thomas John Collins 
Thomas Mooney 

Tim Kelly 
Valerie Geye Costas 

Victor Blum 
Vincent Briante 
Virginia Kelly 
Vito Montello 
Vivien Cordes 

William Lanagan 



Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

SATURDAY  
5:00PM 

SUNDAY 
8:00AM 

SUNDAY 
10:00AM 

SUNDAY 
12:00 NOON 

 

M. Pappas 
A. Suchy 

B. Balocca 
R. Greene 

V. Scarpelli 

J. Auleta 
L. Auleta 

A. Willman 
B. Willman 
L. Willman 

C. Donnelly 
S. Donnelly 
B. Roberts 
A. Kaiser 

C. D’Agostino 
D. Regan 

G. Romero 
I. Cole 

M. Colletta 

 

SATURDAY  5:00PM SUNDAY 8:00AM SUNDAY 10:00AM SUNDAY 12:00 NOON  

M. Laub 
P. Damato 
P. Rizzo 
N. Locastro 
J. Giacalone 
K. Consenz 
J. Primavera 
H. Collins 
C. Boyen 
D. Coppola 

E. Sica 
G. Beisel 
T. Boboris 
M. Kenney 
M. Morbillo 
C. Czujko 
R. Doda, Sr. 
T. Sica 
W. VanGostein 
P. Martin 

 

C. Napolitano 
L. Keane 
B. Gill 
G. Patalano 
J. Lavan 
J. Scott 
J. Sweeney 
J. Tafra 
L. Patalano 
B. Luna 

J. Linder 
M. Loughlin 
L. Keane 
D. Coppola 
G. Ianuccilli 
M. Lebrun 
J. Hanrahan 
P. Iannuccilli 
T. Pace 

 
 
 

SATURDAY  
5:00PM 

SUNDAY 
8:00AM 

SUNDAY 
10:00AM 

SUNDAY 
12:00 NOON 

 

C. Lombardi 
8th Grade Lector 

P. Kanuika 
S. Cavooris 

T. Cafaro 
T. Contrino 

M. Hoonhout 
J. Borelli 

 

LECTOR  SCHEDULE -FOR  February 4th & 5th, 2017 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR  February 4th & 5th, 2017 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR  February 4th & 5th 2017 

Saturday, February 4th, 2017 
 
 

5:00pm   Father Tom Haggerty/Dcn. John 
 
 

PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  February 4th & 5th, 2017 

Sunday, February 5th, 2017 
 
8:00am           Father Tom Haggerty/Dcn. Ron          
10:00am         Father Patrick Osei-Poku/Dcn. John    
12:00Noon      Father Patrick Osei-Poku/Dcn. Ron 
 
  
              
 

Presider Schedule may be subject to last minute changes. 



 

Parish Social Ministry is collecting new and gently used warm coats.   
  

There is a special need for Women’s and Children’s coats. 

Your generosity in sharing a laundered or dry cleaned coat is greatly appreciated as 

their recipients cannot afford to do so. 
  

Coats will be collected from  

January 30th, 2017 thru February 8, 2017. 
  

Please bring your donations to the Parish Center Office.  
  

 If you should have any questions, please contact the Parish Social Ministry Office 

at 631-584-5454 

Parish Social Ministry 



Religious Education News 

Confirmation II Mentor Conversation 
 

Monday, January 30th, 2017 
In the SSPJ Room 

 
5:45pm Make Up Session 

 
7:00pm Conversation for Stickle & Meringolo 

classes 

Confirmation II 8th Grade 
 

Tuesday, January 31st, 2017 
 

IMPACT OPENING NIGHT 
 

7:30pm-9pm in the Church 

 
Grade 3 & 4 Catechist Workshop 

 
Thursday, February 2nd, 2017 

 
10:00am or 7:00pm   

 
In SSPJ Room 

 
Communion II Reconciliation Services 

 
Saturday, February 4th, 2017 

 
11:30am and 1:30pm 

 
Scheduled by class 

 

Way to Go 8th Grade Religious Ed Confirmation II Students!!! 

 



SSPJ School News 

 
The second grade is 

preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

on February 4th.  

 
Second grade science is awesome.  We 
did experiments with different types 
of matter and how they reacted with 
substances we found in our kitchens  

 
Our school is getting ready to 

celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week.  We decorated wooden 

crosses to present to our special 
guest at a luncheon next week.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dine Around Is 
Coming back to 

Town!!! 



 

Light…the “end” to chaos 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

Rest... 

Acedia and Sabbath 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be 
contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Early Christian monks believed in something they called, Acedia. More colloquially, they called it, the Noonday Devil, a name that 
essentially describes the concept. Acedia, for them, was different from ordinary depression in that it didn’t draw you into the dark, 
chaotic areas of your mind and heart, to have you diseased before your own complex and infinite depth; it was more of a flattening 
out, a dearth of energy, that put you into a semi-vegetative state that simply deadened all deep feeling and thoughts. 

The early church considered it one of the seven capital sins. Later it was renamed as Sloth. There’s an abundance of good spiritual 
literature on the concept of acedia, not least Kathleen Norris’ rather definitive work on how acedia was understood by the early 
church. 

But until recently, acedia hadn’t been studied in depth as a psychological concept. Happily that’s changing, with important 
implications for spirituality. To offer just one example: I recently attended a lecture on acedia given by a Jungian specialist, Lauren 
Morgan Wuest. I cannot do justice to her full thesis here, but let me risk an over-simplified synopsis. 

Having read the literature of the Desert Fathers and the various commentaries on the idea of acedia, she attempted to interface that 
spiritual literature with the insights of contemporary psychology, particularly those from the Jungian school of thought. What were 
her conclusions? 

In brief, her view is that acedia is not a clinical diagnosis, meaning that it isn’t a pathology requiring treatment, nor is it an ordinary 
depression. Rather the symptoms of acedia are the result of a healthy instinctual reflex of our bodies and minds which, when they not 
given something they need, sometimes forcefully shut us down, much like an ordinary depression shuts someone down; except that in 
the case of acedia, the shutdown of energy is for the purpose of health. Simplistically put, because we won’t sit down on our own and 
give our bodies and minds the rest, nourishment, and space they need, our bodies and minds conspire together to sit us down, 
forcibly. In essence, that’s acedia, and, in essence, it’s for our own health. 

As a psychologist, she didn’t go on to draw out the potential ramifications of this for spirituality, particularly how this might relate to 
the practice of Sabbath in our lives, but all the implications are there. 

When you read the Judeo-Christian scriptures, particularly the early sections in Genesis which chronicle the creation of the world and 
how God “rested” on the Sabbath, you see that there’s a divinely-ordered rhythm to how work and rest are supposed to unfold in our 
lives. Briefly stated, there’s to be pattern, a rhythm, to our lives which works this way: You work for six days, and then have a one 
day sabbatical; you work for seven years, and then have a one-year sabbatical; you work for seven times seven years, and then have 
a Jubilee year, a sabbatical for the whole planet; and then you work for a lifetime, and go on an eternity of sabbatical. 

In essence, our lives of work, our everyday agenda, and our normal anxieties, are to be regularly punctuated by a time in which we 
lay down the hammer, lay down our agenda, lay down our work-a-day worries and simply sit, rest, vegetate, enjoy, soak-in, luxuriate, 
contemplate, pray, and let things take care of themselves for a while. That’s the biblical formula for health, spiritual, human, psychic, 
and bodily. And whenever we don’t do this voluntarily, in effect, whenever we neglect to do Sabbath in our lives, our bodies and 
minds are likely to do it for us by shutting down our energies. Acedia is our friend here: We will do Sabbath, one-way or the other. 

It’s no secret that today the practice of Sabbath is more and more disappearing within our culture. Indeed, our culture constitutes a 
virtual conspiracy against the practice of Sabbath. Among the many culprits responsible for this, I highlight our addiction to 
information technology, our current inability to go for any stretch of time without being connected to others and the world through a 
phone, a commuter pad, or a computer screen. We are finding ourselves less and less able to step away from all that we are connected 
to through information technology, and consequently we are finding ourselves less and less able to simply rest, to let go of things, to 
be in Sabbath-mode. Perhaps the most important ascetical practice for us today would be the practice of Cyber-Sabbaths. 

Already seven hundred years ago, the Sufi poet, Rumi, lamented: I have lived too long where I can be reached! That’s a cry for 
Sabbath time that went up long before today’s information technology placed us where we can always be reached, and that cry is 
going up everywhere today as our addiction to information technology increases. One worries that we will not find the asceticism 
needed to curb our addiction, but then acedia may well do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser


Magnificat, a Ministry to Catholic Women, cordially invites 
you to attend our Annual Retreat at The Immaculate 
Conception Seminary in Huntington, NY from March 10-
12, 2017.  Fr. Ariel Hernandez will be the Retreat 
Leader.  He has been a speaker at many Charismatic 
Conferences and Leader of the Youth Ministry.  Fr. Ariel 
received a special gift from the Blessed Virgin under the 
title of Our Lady of Schoenstatt, and he is the custodian of a 
miraculous image of her from Argentina.  The cost is $250 
per person (including meals/room).  Pre-registration is 
required.  Space is limited and based on first-come, first 
serve registration.  For more information, please 
contact ihm.magnificat.rvc@gmail.com, Angela at 516-763-
1739, or Judy at 917-453-5750. 

St. Joseph Renewal Center at Montfort 
Retreat Center, 26 S. Saxon Ave., Bay Shore, 
NY 11706.  631-647-8683 

Living with Alzheimer's & Dementia February 1st - 1 to 
2:30 pm –Free will offering.  Program is held 1st 
Wednesday of the month until June. 

Facilitators: Josephine Daspro, CSJ, D. Min. & James 
Morris 

Guided Meditation for Inner Healing – February 1st - 7 
to 8 pm.  

Program is held 1st Wednesday of the month until June. 

Offering $15.00 ($25.00 for Individual session by 
appointment) 

Facilitator: Irene Moore, CCH/Meditation Therapist 

Community News 

 

St. Catherine of Siena Medical Center has a volunteer 
position open in our on-site print shop. Training is available 
to learn the computerized printing program and lamination. 

Ability to work with small sign equipment is necessary. 
Hours are generally in the morning 8am-noon. If interested 
please call the Volunteer Department: 631-862-3523  
 

 Still in need of Eucharistic Ministers in St. Catherine of 

Siena Nursing and Rehab Care Center 

St Catherine of Siena Nursing and Rehabilitation Care 
Center is in need of Eucharistic Ministers 
Flexible Schedules Available: Weekdays or Sunday Please 
consider volunteering one or two hours a week. 
For Information: Please Contact  
St. Catherine of Siena - Office of Public Affairs  631-862-
3523 or email maryellen.mccrossen@chsli.org 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES – EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
We are always looking for individuals to join the ministry of Catholic 
Charities and offer “Care With Dignity…Life With Hope.”   
 
ON CALL LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES (LPNs) – Talbot House, Chemical 
Dependence Services, Bohemia, LI 
(12.5 hr. shifts; Need flexible availability including weekends & holidays)   
 
Talbot House is a 24-hour voluntary chemical dependence Crisis Center, 
providing short-term medically monitored inpatient withdrawal and stabilization 
services to adults in crisis.  We are seeking NYS licensed LPNs to work on call, 
monitoring, evaluating & caring for our clients.  HS/GED and work experience 
that demonstrates the ability to independently evaluate & triage clients’ 
medical/psychiatric conditions necessary.  Experience working with 
individuals with chemical addictions is a strong plus! 
 
To apply, transmit resume & cover letter via email or fax.  Please reference 
“Talbot On Call LPN” in the subject line of your email/fax.  Fax: 516.733.7038  
Email:  jobs@catholiccharities.cc   
 
For a full listing of jobs and their descriptions, please go to: 
www.catholiccharities.cc and click on the “jobs” tab. 
Catholic Charities – An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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